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Kia Ora, Talofa & Greetings to Parents/Caregivers & Whanau, 

  
Welcome to the following children and their families: Harlan, Holly, Riley, Lena,  
Robert, Annabelle, Bodhi, Robert, Rhead and Aashima & Rhea.  
 Welcome back to Bronson, Jonah and Anna who have returned to OSCAR House Kelson.   
  
STAFF:  
We’re celebrating some staff milestones. Tai has now been an integral key person at OSCAR House for 20 
years. Areene has been a loyal and reliable team member for 10 years.  How good is that!!!   We are so 
fortunate to have such fabulous, long-term staff!  We thank Tai & 
Areene for their creativity, professionalism, dedication, and the passion 
& joy they bring to working with your children. They both have a strong 
work ethic and positive attitude which makes them so valued to our 
Kelson programme.  
We are proud to have both Tai and Areene as mainstays of our OSCAR 
House Kelson Team.   
We congratulate them both on their work anniversaries and there is a 
special afternoon tea planned for them both.  
  
We welcome the following staff: Pooja, Annelise, Bridgette & Violet.    
It is great to have some new staff joining us. Pooja isn’t new to OSCAR House though as she was working at the 
Lower Hutt Junior programme before having some time off with her baby, Adyah. We’re so happy she is 
now with us at Kelson.   
Meet Annelise: Hello! My name is Annelise and I’m very lucky to be a new staff member here at OSCAR. I am in 

my 3rd year studying Education and Sign Language at Victoria University to become a teacher. My favourite thing 

to do is arts and crafts and outdoor activities. I’ve been taught how to make bracelets out of Loombands and I look 

forward to seeing all the other creative and adventurous things that the kids have to offer!   

  

Group Games:  One of the ways we enrich our programme is through learning new group games. It’s been so 

much fun discovering new favourites and it’s good for the children to improve their skills. 
We’ve learnt new games such as header catch, assassins, multi sports, McDonalds, Bop & chuck the 
chicken. Night at the Museum and Volleyball was also very popular amongst the mixed ages. 
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 ARTS & CRAFTS:  
Bottle caps Caterpillars – Pooja  
We’ve been collecting bottle tops for over a year now.  Children choose bottle tops of 

their choice up to 5.  Pooja helped by hot gluing the top together in a pattern each child 

has created.  They then glue googley eyes on, using pipe cleaners for antennas and 

feet.  Choice of black, yellow and purple.  Finally, they may draw a mouth with a vivid 

pen.  Some parents after seeing the use of the bottle tops said they will bring some the 

next day  

 

We received several bags of bottle tops and some cardboards that the children put to 

use for arts and crafts. Many thanks.  

   
Paper Flowers with Caelin. One craft that the children at OSCAR especially love to do is paper flowers. At the 

start of the term the children all got to choose bright coloured paper and they folded these into beautiful flowers. 

The flowers were made by folding the papers, similar to how you fold a paper fan, gluing them together and 

opening them up to create textured flower petals. It was awesome to see so many of the children give these a 

go and enjoy making such amazing flowers to take home.   

           
Ribbon sticks:   

The children get a stick, then get a rounded hook and screw it to one end of the stick. Then 

they choose two coloured ribbons with a choice of  pink, yellow, green, blue and purple.    

Staff cut out the children’s choice of ribbons and help to screw into place the hook and tied on the ribbons.  

To stop the ribbons from fraying, we used the lighter to burn the ends of the ribbons and for safety told the 

children never to do it at home!  

Later that afternoon some of the children who remained at OSCAR did some gymnastics using their stick 

ribbons; some danced throwing them in the air and catching the stick. It was an amazing sight indeed.  

  
Loombands with Annelise   

While playing with loombands, the children and I discussed different patterns, colours and techniques they use to 

create their master pieces. At first, I wasn’t sure how to make them myself but the kids taught me how to start the 

band, how to loop them together and how to finish them! They were all so engaged in the activity and were all 

very focused. I was amazed at how well they helped each other and how they all worked together as a group. It 

was also nice to see the kids excited whilst talking about who they were making their pieces for.   

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Reward challenge:  
 This Term we have been choosing daily leaders.  
The staff keep a look out for children who are using their initiative, are being good role models, show good 
sportsmanship, exhibit great manners and follow staff instructions.  
Additionally, during the week out staff look for extra achievements and then choose a ‘STAR OF THE WEEK’.    
So far, our Stars of the week are:  Addison…. Sophie…. Adhi …. Lachlan....Carson...Emily 
These children have achieved “excellence” at OSCAR and will receive an end of term reward for their great 
behaviour.  
          

Covid:  
While we are largely unaffected by Covid-19 here in Wellington, we’re still experiencing level fluctuations as we 
go in and out of level 2. The changing Covid-19 levels means we have been required to change procedures a few 
times.  Thank you for your patience in adapting to our sign-out procedures during Level 2. The children have 
been very good (with a little encouragement from staff) at going very quickly to meet you outside the 
hall. Having everyone take these precautions seriously helps us to run the programme smoothly throughout the 

level changes – thanks 😊  
   

Emergency Drills:  
Every term each of the OSCAR House programmes hold both a fire and an earthquake drill to help prepare your 
children to stay safe in the event of an emergency. We prepare the children the week prior by discussing our 
emergency process and the behaviour we expect to see from them. We are always incredibly proud of how the 
children respond to these drills.  
  

Our fire evacuation point remains the school field, where we hold our roll call, before returning to the hall.   
  

We practice our earthquake ‘turtle’ during mat-time and we remind the children that we remain in our turtles 
until the roll call is finished. The country was rocked by wobbles in the week prior to our earthquake drill this 
term, so our children were ultra-prepared by the following week! It’s good to be prepared. Early next term we 
will also check our Civil Emergency contacts with parents to ensure they are up to date.  
                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



    

Upcoming dates:  
Schools Closed Day Easter Tuesday 06/04/21  

OSCAR House will open 7:30am – 5:30pm at our Lower Hutt venues.  
  Please find information and enrol at https://oscarhouse.co.nz/schools-closed-days/  

  Enrolments and fees are due Wednesday 24th March 2021.  
   
OSCAR House Holiday Programme  

Holiday Programme Dates:   19 – 30/04/21   
Holiday programme closed for Anzac Day Monday 26/04/21.    

Booking date and fee payment 
date closure for early bird fees:   

Wednesday 07/04/20    
Any bookings made after this date pay full fees.   
Any fees paid after this date pay full fees. (ie additional 10%).    
Invoices are not issued.   

Cancellation cut-off date:   Sunday 11/04/21   
Full refund (minus $10 administration fee) if management are 

notified and accept cancellation up to & on this date.  No refund if 

notified after this date.  

   
Please remember that your Automatic Payments for term time care continue through the holidays   
because these fortnightly payments have been pro-rated over the whole school year.  
(Apart from a few parents who have special individual arrangements with Kelsey)  
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